
Tone in Poetry 
Tone is the writer or speaker's implied attitude toward the subject, material and/or audience. It 
is the emotional meaning or the emotional coloring of the poem. 
	
  
1. Poem by Langston Hughes 

I loved my friend. 
He went away from me. 
There's nothing more to say. 
The poem ends, 
Soft as it began-- 
I loved my friend. 
 
The tone in this poem can be best described as: 

a) Witty 
b) Mournful 
c) Joyful 
d) Sarcastic 

 
2. Poem by Kenn Nesbitt 

One morning in my bedroom 
I was startled by a snake, 
so I picked him up and took him out 
and threw him in the lake. 
 
He returned a minute later, 
meaning, no, he didn't drown, 
so I put him on my bicycle 
and rode him out of town. 
 
It was hardly half an hour 
till he turned up in my room, 
so I packed him in a parcel 
and I shipped him to Khartoum. 
 
When I found him back again 
on the succeeding afternoon 
I went looking for a way that 
I could blast him to the moon. 
 
When I couldn't find a rocket 
it was then I knew that, dang, 
a snake is yours forever 
once he eats your boomerang. 
  
What is the tone of this poem?	
  	
  

 

 



	
  
 

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  


