Tone in Poetry

Tone is the writer or speaker's implied attitude toward the subject, material and/or audience. It
is the emotional meaning or the emotional coloring of the poem.

1. Poem by Langston Hughes

| loved my friend.

He went away from me.
There's nothing more to say.
The poem ends,

Soft as it began--

| loved my friend.

The tone in this poem can be best described as:
a) Witty
b) Mournful
c) Joyful
d) Sarcastic

2. Poem by Kenn Nesbitt

One morning in my bedroom

| was startled by a snake,

so | picked him up and took him out
and threw him in the lake.

He returned a minute later,
meaning, no, he didn't drown,
so | put him on my bicycle
and rode him out of town.

It was hardly half an hour

till he turned up in my room,

so | packed him in a parcel

and | shipped him to Khartoum.

When | found him back again
on the succeeding afternoon
| went looking for a way that
| could blast him to the moon.

When | couldn't find a rocket

it was then | knew that, dang,
a snake is yours forever

once he eats your boomerang.

What is the tone of this poem?



Tone Vocabulary List

Positive Tone/Attitude Words
Amiable Consoling
Amused Content
Appreciative Dreamy
Authoritative Ecstatic
Benevolent Elated
Brave Elevated
Calm Encouraging
Cheerful Energetic
Cheery Enthusiastic
Compassionate Excited
Complimentary Exuberant
Confident Fanciful

Negative Tone/Attitude Words

Accusing
Aggravated
Agitated
Angry
Apathetic
Arrogant
Artificial
Audacious
Belligerent
Bitter
Boring
Brash
Childish

Choleric
Coarse

Cold
Condemnatory
Condescending
Contradictory
Critical
Desperate
Disappointed
Disgruntled
Disgusted
Disinterested
Facetious

Friendly
Happy
Hopeful
Impassioned
Jovial

Joyful
Jubilant
Lighthearted
Loving
Optimistic
Passionate
Peaceful

Furious
Harsh
Haughty
Hateful
Hurtful
Indignant
Inflammatory
Insulting
Irritated
Manipulative
Obnoxious
Outraged
Passive

Playful
Pleasant
Proud
Relaxed
Reverent
Romantic
Soothing
Surprised
Sweet
Sympathetic
Vibrant
Whimsical

Quarrelsome
Shameful
Smooth
Snooty
Superficial
Surly

Testy
Threatening
Tired
Uninterested
Wrathful



Humor-lrony-Sarcasm Tone/Attitude Words

Amused
Bantering
Bitter
Caustic
Comical

Condescending
Contemptuous

Critical
Cynical
Disdainful

Sorrow-Fear-Worry Tone/Attitude Words

Aggravated
Agitated
Anxious
Apologetic
Apprehensive
Concerned
Confused
Dejected
Depressed
Despairing
Disturbed

Droll
Facetious
Flippant
Giddy
Humorous
Insolent
Ironic
Irreverent
Joking
Malicious

Embarrassed
Fearful
Foreboding
Gloomy
Grave
Hollow
Hopeless
Horrific
Horror
Melancholy
Miserable

Mock-heroic
Mocking
Mock-serious
Patronizing
Pompous
Quizzical
Ribald
Ridiculing
Sad
Sarcastic

Morose
Mournful
Nervous
Numb
Ominous
Paranoid
Pessimistic
Pitiful
Poignant
Regretful
Remorseful

Sardonic
Satiric
Scornful
Sharp
Silly
Taunting
Teasing
Whimsical
Wry

Resigned
Sad
Serious
Sober
Solemn
Somber
Staid
Upset



