
Newspaper Book Report 
 

 
 

This project will require you to create a newspaper that accurately reflects the 
characters, setting, and plot of the story. 
 
Requirements: 

1. Mount the sections on half of a poster board or on a full poster that is folded 
in half.  You may also mount the sections on construction paper.  Your 
sections will display well if you mount each on a contrasting color as a 
background. 
 

2. Title/Name of Newspaper: It can be related to the book, your name, the class, 
school, etc. 
 

3. Summary: Write a summary of the plot that will answer who, what, where, 
when, and why.  Use a plot line map to guide you in focusing on the 
problem/solution and the key events from the plot.  This article should be 2-3 
paragraphs (6-8 sentences each) only. Create a catchy headline for the 
article.  Be sure to include the title of the book somewhere in the summary or 
title. 

 
4. Character Profile: Select a character from the book who has the qualities of a 

hero or heroine.  Write an article that describes this character and explains 
his/her actions that show these qualities.  Create a catchy headline and draw 
a picture that accompanies the article. 

 
5. “Wanted” Article: Write an article that alerts the public about the danger of 

one of the characters or objects in the book.  Include a drawing of the 
character/object, a physical description, the character’s or object’s misdeeds, 
other information that is important, and the reward offered for its/his/her 
capture. 

 
6. Advice Column: Pretend the main character wrote a short letter to a 

newspaper advice columnist seeking help with a major problem that he/she 
faces in the story.  Create an assumed name for the character to use in 
his/her letter.  Then, write a response from the columnist that reflects how 
the problem was solved.  Make it look like an advice column. 

 
7. Editorial: Choose an issue related to your book and take a position on it. Write 

a letter to the editor describing how you feel about the issue.  Think carefully 
and honestly about what you want to say. Create a headline for the editorial. 

 
8. Book Review: Write a review for the book you read.  Explain what you liked 

and/or disliked and support with examples from the book.  To whom would 
you recommend this book? Why? Create a headline for the review. 



 
9. Comics: Design a comic or comic strip that illustrates something funny (or 

something you make up that is funny) related to the story.  Create a title and 
include captions and/or speech bubbles that explain what’s happening. 

 
10. Fillers: All of the space in your newspaper should be filled.  Choose at least 

two of these options to include in your newspaper. Be creative when filling up 
the white space.  Make sure these relate to the story. 

a. Advertisements: Based on something that was included in the story. 
 

b. Crossword Puzzle: Use words and/or events that are part of the story. 
 

c. Obituary (death notice): For a character who dies as part of the story. 
 

d. Sports: Use if there was a sporting event that could have been or was 
part of the story. 

 
e. Travel News: Based on a location that was mentioned or was the setting. 

 
f. Classified Ads: Can be a “help-wanted” ad or an ad for an object that a 

character wants or wants to sell. 
 

g. Lost and Found: Based on something that was lost as part of the story. 
 

h. Weather: Describe the weather for a period that is important in the 
story. 
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Newspaper Rubric 
 1 2 3 4 

Summary 

Weak plot 
summary.  Plot was 

difficult to 
understand. 

Incomplete or 
inaccurate plot 

summary. Plot was 
somewhat difficult 

to understand. 

Satisfactory plot 
summary included 
most major events.  

Fairly easy to 
follow. 

Complete plot 
summary included 
major events.  Easy 

to read and 
understand the flow 

of the story. 

Main Character 
Profile 

Weak character 
description-knew 

very little about the 
character. 

Incomplete 
character 

description-only 
knew a bit about 

the character. 

Satisfactory 
character 

description-knew 
the character fairly 

well. 

Complete, detailed 
character 

description-really 
knew who this 

person was. 

“Wanted” 
Article 

Weak character 
description-knew 

very little about the 
character. 
“Wanted” 

information was 
missing. 

Incomplete 
character 

description-only 
knew a bit about 

the character. 
“Wanted” 

information was 
incomplete or 

inaccurate. 

Satisfactory 
character 

description-knew 
the character fairly 
well.  Incorporated 
important “wanted” 

information 
(dangers/ threats/ 

rewards…). 

Complete, detailed 
character 

description-really 
know who the 
person was. 
Creatively 

incorporated 
“wanted” 

information 
(dangers/ threats/ 

rewards…). 

Features  
(Advice Column, 
Editorial, Book 
Review, Comics) 

Features poorly 
reflected events 
and details from 
the book or were 

missing. 

Features somewhat 
reflected elements 

and details from the 
book. 

All features 
accurately reflected 

elements and 
details from the 

book. 

All features were 
completed creatively 
and with insight into 
the elements/details 

from the book. 
Fillers  

(Ad, Puzzle, 
Obituary, 

Sports, Travel, 
etc.) 

Fillers poorly 
reflected elements 
and details from 
the book or were 

missing. 

Fillers somewhat 
reflected elements 

and details from the 
book. 

All fillers accurately 
reflected elements 

and details from the 
book. 

All fillers were 
completed creatively 
and with insight into 
the elements/details 

from the book. 

Quality of 
Writing 

There was little 
evidence of 
paragraph 

structure. Words 
were confusing or 

repeated. 

Paragraph structure 
was not followed or 

was weak.  Many 
words were 
ordinary. 

Paragraph structure 
was attempted with 

some success.  
Words were specific 

and accurate. 

Paragraphs were 
well constructed and 
easy to read.  Words 
brought ideas to life. 

Conventions 

Significant errors 
in conventions 

made the writing 
hard to read and 

understand. 

Errors in 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
grade-level spelling 

caused some 
confusion. 

Minor errors in 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
grade-level spelling 

did not distract 
from the meaning. 

Capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

grade-level spelling 
were mostly correct 
and enhanced the 

meaning. 
 

Points: _________ 
 
Grade: _________ 
Comments:  


