
	  

Monthly Journal Rubric 
 

____________________________’s Monthly Journal 
 

Graded by: ________________________________ 
 

 

Be l ow  
E xpe cted 

l e v e l 
 

Appro ac h i n g  
E xpe ctat i o ns  

 

Meet s 
expe ctat i on s 

E xceed s E xpe ctat i ons  
 
 

Ideas  
 

The prompts need 
to focus on 
creating an 
experience. 
Details are 

needed. 
 
 

The journal needs to 
focus on creating 
interesting prompts. 
Some details do not 
fit the prompt or 
the writer missed 
opportunities to 
include details. 

 

This journal has 
interesting prompts, but 

needs more details. 
 

This journal has interesting 
prompts with details that 

help create interest. 
 
 

Organ izat i o
n 
 

The beginning, 
middle, and ending 
all run together. 
The prompts are 
hard to follow. 

 

More transitions 
need to be used. Some 
parts of the prompts 

are weak. 
 

The prompts are well 
organized. 
Most of the 

transitions are helpful. 
 

The prompts are well 
organized, with a clear 

beginning, middle, and ending. 
Transitions are used well. 

 
 

Word  C h o i c e 
 

General and 
overused words 
do not create a 
clear picture. 

 
 

Strong nouns, verbs, 
and modifiers are 

needed to create a 
clear picture. 

 
 

Specific nouns and 
strong verbs are 

used.  Modifiers are 
needed to create a 

clearer picture. 
 

Specific nouns, strong verbs, 
and well-chosen modifiers 
create vivid pictures and 
express clear feelings. 

 

S enten ce  
F l ue n cy 

 

Many short or 
incomplete 

sentences need to 
be combined to 
keep the writing 

from being choppy. 
 

A better variety of 
sentences is needed. 

Sentences do not read 
smoothly. 

 
 

The sentences are 
varied, but some should 
flow more smoothly. 

 

The sentences show variety 
and are easy to read and 

understand. 
 

Con ve nt i on s 
 
 

Many errors 
make the 
narrative 

confusing and 
hard to read. 

 

Some errors cause 
confusion. 

 

The narrative has 
several errors in 

punctuation, spelling, or 
grammar. 

 

The narrative has a few 
minor errors in punctuation, 

spelling or grammar. 
 

Points: _________ 
Grade: _________ 
Comments:  
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